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North Island Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council Aboriginal Management Board and the North 
Vancovuer Island Aboriginal Trianing Society provide employment and training services 
for Aboriginal people in the north and west Vancouver Island service area, from Port 
Alberni and Comox in the south, to the northern tip of Vancouver Island, and including 
the adjacent part of the Lower Mainland and the islands in between. 
 
The service area includes the twenty-one First Nations, and the major centres of Port 
Alberni, Tofino, Ucluelet, Gold River and Zeballos in the west, and Comox, Courtenay, 
Campbell River, Alert Bay, Port McNeil and Port Hardy in the north. 
 
The twenty-one First Nations include six in the west and fifteen in the north. 
 
West Region First Nations 

♦ Huu-ay-aht First Nation 
♦ Hupacasath First Nation 
♦ Tseshaht First Nation 

♦ Toquaht First Nation 
♦ Ucluelet First Nation 
♦ Mowachaht/Muchalaht First Nation 

 
North Region First Nations 

♦ Cape Mudge Band  
♦ Campbell River Band  
♦ Kwiakah First Nation  
♦ Comox First Nation  
♦ Mamalilikulla-Qwe'Qwa'Sot'Em  
♦ Quatsino First Nation  
♦ Kwakiutl First Nation  
♦ Gwa'Sala-Nakwaxda'xw  

♦ Da'naxda'xw First Nation  
♦ Tlatlasikwala  
♦ Namgis First Nation  
♦ Tsawataneuk First Nation  
♦ Kwicksutaineuk-ah-kwaw-ah-mish  
♦ Gwawaenuk Tribe  
♦ Tlowitsis First Nation  

 
 
The regional population, economic, and labour force statistics are derived from Statistics 
Canada and BC Stats using their definition of either the North Island College Region, or 
an amalgamation of three Regional Districts (#23 Alberni-Clayquot, #25 Comox 
Strathcona, #43 Mount Waddington).  
 
Both the College Region and the three Regional Districts match very closely with the 
service area, with the exception of the additions of the Bella Coola area and the First 
Nations of communities of Homolco and Klahoose. See the map of the North Island 
College District. 
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In 2006, the total population of the North Island College region was 146,595 people, or 
3.6% of BC’s population. The 17,225 Aboriginal people in the region make up 11.8% of 
the region’s population. 

The Aboriginal youth (15 – 24 years old) population in the region of 3,360 accounts for 
19.2% of the youth population in the region. As with the Aboriginal population across the 
province, the Aboriginal population in the region is younger and faster growing then the 
non-Aboriginal population. 

Population growth in the region as a whole is almost on par with the rest of BC at 1% 
over the last 5 years. As in the rest of the province, the population in this area is aging.  

However, the Aboriginal population in BC, and in particular the North Island region is 
significantly younger than the non-Aboriginal population. The graph below shows 
distribution of the population percentage by age group and by type of population, based 
on 2006 census data. 

Population Percentage of North Island College Region by Group 

 
(Source: www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/cen01/abor/cr06/aborcr11.pdf) 
 
With a significanlty younger popualtion, Aboriginal people will have the opportunitiy to 
access both new and repalcement employment opportunities in the region. 
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The main economic activities of this region includes forestry, tourism, fisheries, mining, 
agriculture, and more recently electrical generation and transmission through hydro and 
wind projects.  
 
This area has historically been an important forestry and fisheries area for BC; however, 
both industries have undergone restructuring in recent years. The area has many wood 
processing facilities, some of which have announced closures or output reductions. The 
Annual Allowable cuts have recently been reduced for the timber supply areas in this 
region.  
 
Mining is also an important local industry. There are coal, and copper and zinc mines 
operating in the area. Proposed mines may open in the future.  
 
The growing urban centres in the region continue to diversify their economies towards 
business and services, which support their retiree communities, particularly in the 
Courtney - Campbell River area. Condominium and resort projects are proposed and 
under construction.  
 
The area has a growing tourism industry that is helping reduce its reliance on resource 
extraction. The area is well known for its outdoor activities and coastal communities.  
Both Tofino and Ucluelet have recently been undergoing development expansions with 
several resort expansions either proposed or underway. In Campbell River a cruise ship 
facility opened recently. 
 
The area has both a commercial and sport fishery, and both shell fish and fin fish 
farming exist along the western coast, as well as fish processing plants. The area’s 
traditional fisheries industry continues to experience lower employment as the transition 
from wild to fish farming continues. The area also has cattle, livestock and dairy 
operations, orchards, vegetable farming and horse ranches. 
 
(Source: BC Stats, Quarterly Regional Statistics, 2009, Regional Districts: Comox 
Strathcona, Mount Waddington, & Alberni-Clayoquot) 
 
Income levels in the North Island College region are below the BC average. The average 
family income in the North Island in 2005 was $67,432 as compared to $80,511 in BC as 
a whole. The labour force participation rate for the region is 62% compared to 65.6% for 
the province. 
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The most recent Major Projects Inventory identified $7.7 billion in proposed construction 
projects for the North Vancouver Island region, including several large hydro projects 
such as run-of-river and wind farms, mines, as well as resort and commercial 
developments. 
 
Below are the highlights from the most recent publication, September 2009, for the 
service area of north and west Vancouver Island. The Major Projects Inventory is a 
quarterly publication highlighting the proposed and current construction projects in BC 
over $15 million. (Source: www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/cen01/abor/cr06/aborcr11.pdf)  
 
 
Proposed Developments (2010 – 2018) 
♦ 27 projects 
♦ $7.68 billion 

o 3 mining projects, $615 million 
o 4 resort developments, $161 million 
o 7 institutional and commercial developments, $221 million 
o 13 hydro projects, $6.845 billion 

❧ 6 run-of-river, $4.53 billion 
❧ 3 hydro upgrading, $515 million 
❧ 2 wind farms, $1.6 billion 
❧ 1 waste-to-energy, $180 million 
❧ 1 wave energy, $20 million 

 
Projects On Hold 
♦ 3 projects 
♦ $874 million 
♦ i.e. Ravenridge Residential Development in Courtenay 
 
Projects Under Construction (2010 – 2015) 
♦ 6 projects  
♦ $358 million 
♦ i.e. Marine Drive Properties in Ucluelet  
 
Residential construction on Vancouver Island as a whole has been reduced significantly 
over the past year, although it is expected to increase again over the next several years. 
As well, several First Nations within the service area are expected to undergo residential 
and other construction projects within their communities for both new homes and 
renovations. 
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Goods producing industries, such as manufacturing, construction and natural resources, 
are growing at a slower rate (0.4%) than service producing industries (1.1%) in the North 
Island College region. While the trend is downward for goods producing industries, it is 
important note that this also where some of the highest growth is anticipated.  
 
Primary industries like forestry, while in decline overall, continue to be significant for the 
region, which is reflected in the expected growth rate of 3.5% between 2008 and 2013.  
 
Several manufacturing industries are also expected to see above average growth in the 
region, including wood products (2.8%), rubber, plastic and chemical (2.7%), metal 
fabrication and machinery (2.5%), and mineral products (2%).  
 
The following table shows the estimated growth rates for goods producing industries in 
the North Island College region. 
 

Goods Producing Industries 
Estimated 

Employment 
2008 

Estimated 
Employment 

2013 

Average Annual 
Change 2008 - 

2013 
Agriculture 1,500 1,550 0.6% 
Forestry 2,660 3,120 3.5% 
Fishing, Hunting, & Trapping  600 600 0.1% 
Oil & Gas   60 60 1.5% 
Mining (non Oil & Gas)  840 770 -1.6% 
Services to Mining 200 210 0.4% 
Utilities  420 420 0.2% 
Construction 7,420 6,930 -1.3% 
Mfg--Food & Beverages  1560 1660 1.2% 
Mfg--Wood Products  1,210 1,380 2.8% 
Mfg--Paper Products  1,740 1,790 0.6% 
Mfg--Printing 170 130 -5.0% 
Mfg--Rubber, Plastics & Chemicals 90 100 2.7% 
Mfg--Mineral Products 200 220 2% 
Mfg--Comp, Electronic, Elect  20 30 1.8% 
Mfg--Transportation Equipment  240 270 1.7% 
Mfg--Other 530 560 1.3% 
Total Goods Producing 19,800 20,170 0.4% 

(Source: www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/DATA/lss/repm/CR_North_Island.pdf)  
 
Goods Producing Industries, Estimated Employment, North Island 2013 
 



 
 
 
Please note that these projections identify estimated new employment opportunities 
only, and do not reflect replacements for retired workers or workers pursuing 
employment in other jurisdictions. 
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Within the service producing industries, such as health and social services, 
accommodations, hospitality, and trade & transportation, the highest proportion of 
projected growth is in computer systems at 2.4%, however this only represents 
approximately 40 jobs. More significant is the anticipated growth in health and social 
assistance (2.2%), transportation (1.4%) and accommodation and food services (1.4%).  
 
The following table summarizes the projected growth in the service producing industries 
for the North Island College region between 2008 and 2013. 
 

Service Industries 
Estimated 

Employment 
2008 

Estimated 
Employment 

2013 

Average Annual 
Change 2008 - 

2013 
Trade--Wholesale  1,530 1,630 1.3% 
Transportation 3,520 3,760 1.4% 
Finance, Insurance, Real Estate 3,420 3,600 1.1% 
Prof--Bus Services  2,310 2,450 1.2% 
Prof--Computer Systems  340 380 2.4% 
Prof--Other Services 920 1,000 1.7% 
Management/Admin/Other Supp 2,890 3,000 0.7% 
Education 5,410 5,460 0.2% 
Health & Social Assist 8,410 9,350 2.2% 
Information, Culture, Recreation 2,980 3,140 1.1% 
Accommodation & Food Services  7,230 7,760 1.4% 
Services--Other 3,010 3,100 0.6% 
Government 4,870 4,860 0% 
Total Service Producing 57,080 60,200 1.1% 

(Source: www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/DATA/lss/repm/CR_North_Island.pdf)  
 
 
Service Producing Industries, Estimated Employment, North Island 2013 



 
 
 
Please note that these projections identify estimated new employment opportunities 
only, and do not reflect replacements for retired workers or workers pursuing 
employment in other jurisdictions. 
 
 
 












